
Behind the Scenes: Wikipedia discussion and history pages

Let’s look at how these pages came to be. Go to http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Critical_pedagogy. You should see this 
page, or something much like it:

This is probably familiar to you: it’s an article page. Across the top of the critical pedagogy article, you can see four tabs: 
article, discussion, edit this page and history. 

Click on discussion, and you’ll be taken here:



This is where those interested in the article and those who contribute to it debate various issues generated by the topic 
itself and how best to write about it. The tan boxes at the top of the page help to orient you to the position of the article 
within the Wikipedia project.

Below the tan boxes, in the Contents box, you’ll see that there are four sections of discussion on the page: Irony, Total 
revamp, Critique of Critical Pedagogy and Importance. In the top section, Irony, the writer here critiques the way the article 
has been written, the prose style favored by many articles related to philosophy, and questions who the audience for a 
Wikipedia article should be. What kinds of discussion are generated in the next three sections?

Next, click on the history tab at the top of the page:



What you’re seeing on the history  page are line-entries for every version of the critical pedagogy article that 
has been on Wikipedia: every time someone edits the page, the old version is archived, and the new edit information is 
posted here. The top entry is the most recent, and it shows when it was edited, who did it, and what action was taken in the 
editing. 

The history page is searchable, and by clicking two of the radial buttons and then the compare selected versions button, 
you can compare two versions side-by-side:

These are the basic pages that you would work with to piece together the history of collaboration on any single 
article.


