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To start: What are/is wikis/Wikipedia?
According to the Wikipedia entry on wikis, 

A wiki is a collection of Web pages designed to enable 
anyone who accesses it to contribute or modify content, 
using a simplified markup language. Wikis are often used 
to create collaborative websites and to power commu-
nity websites. The collaborative encyclopedia Wikipedia is 
one of the best-known wikis. Wikis are used in business 
to provide intranet and knowledge management systems. 
Ward Cunningham, the developer of the first wiki software, 
WikiWikiWeb, originally described it as “the simplest online 
database that could possibly work.” 

(http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Wiki)

Hannah Reeves, from the Tufts University IT department 
describes a wiki as “a collaborative editing environment that 
allows you to do many useful things, such as create a web 
page, collaborate around a student project... add comments 
to someone’s page, post pictures, post video, post links to 
documents or audio files, etc.” 

(https://wikis.uit.tufts.edu/confluence/display/Eng1/
What’s+a+Wiki)

Wikipedia, then, is an encyclopedia that was built using a 
wiki. According to the Wikipedia entry on Wikipedia, it is “a 
free, multilingual encyclopedia project supported by the non-
profit Wikimedia Foundation.” 

(http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Wikipedia)

Additional uses for wikis 
Craig Medvecky uses Wikidot for professional development. He’ll tell us more!

http://www.wikidot.com/

Looking at wiki platforms
In addition to Wikidot, Google offers Sites (http://sites.google.com/), PantherFile has a 
wiki function, and MediaWiki--what Wikipedia runs on--is open-source. There are lots of 
options. (Do a Google search for “free wiki,” and you’ll see what I mean.)

Take a look at these options--how might you make use of these for your own teaching 
and/or professional development?

Collaborative writing?
Hyperlinked writing?
Experimental writing?
What else?

To what end?

Who wants more? 
Could you imagine using a wiki for 102? 205? other classes? 
Would you be interested in a summer workgroup to get something together for next 
fall?
If we can show enough interest, L&S IT might be willing to host a mediawiki for us--
let’s talk!

Notes:



Discuss with someone else potential issues you see with collaborative writing in a 101 
or 102, given the goals and objectives for the different classes. What might students learn from 
collaborative writing, what logjams might they encounter, where do you think tensions might 
develop, anything?

Given that, consider whether you would give people in your class guidelines for doing collabora-
tive writing. Would you give guidelines? Why or why not? If you would, what are they? Why would 
you give the guidelines you would?

Next, let’s look at the content criteria from Wikipedia. Start at 
http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Wikipedia:About. Once you get a sense of what this page is, scroll 
down to section 3.2, Wikipedia content criteria. This section contains links that you might want to 
follow, but for starters, here’s what it says:

Wikipedia content is intended to be factual, notable, verifiable with cited external sources, and 
neutrally presented.

The appropriate policies and guidelines for these are found at:
Wikipedia: What Wikipedia is not, which summarizes what Wikipedia is, and what it is not;
Wikipedia: Neutral point of view, which describes Wikipedia’s core approach to neutral, unbiased 
article-writing;
Wikipedia: No original research, which explains what is, and is not, valid encyclopedic information;
Wikipedia: Verifiability, which explains that it must be possible for readers to verify all content 
against external sources (following the guidance in the Wikipedia:Risk disclaimer that is linked-to at 
the bottom of every article);
Wikipedia: Reliable sources, which explains what factors determine whether a source is acceptable;
Wikipedia: Citing sources, which describes the manner of citing sources so that readers can verify 
content for themselves; and
Wikipedia: Manual of Style, which offers a style guide.

With your conversation partner(s), consider what sort of issues/problems/concerns 
these guidelines address. What sort of writing do you believe will come from this? What’s valued 
by these criteria? What about them bothers you and why?

Next, let’s turn to the Critical Pedagogy and/or Professional Writing pages:  
http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Critical_pedagogy
http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Professional_writing

What do you see as worthwhile or effective or otherwise positive about these pages, and what not 
so much? How do you see the guidelines to have shaped these writings? Additionally, can you see 
ways of discussing these criteria in classes with students? How does seeing how these criteria con-
nect to the writing shape how you might set up collaborative writing assignments in your classes? 

Now let’s look at how these pages came to be. (Please refer to the addi-
tional handout for screenshots, explanations, etc. We’ll look at the article, discussion and histroy 
pages of the Wikipedia article on critical pedagogy.) 

With your new understanding of the content criteria and the discus-
sion and history pages, group up with a few people to discuss how you see the content 
criteria shaping discussion and changes made to either the Critical Pedagogy or Professional 
Writing page.

What kinds of interactions often result from working within these criteria? How does seeing 
these discussions and changes in context shift the ways you and your students might interact 
with Wikipedia? How does it shape the ways you might structure collaborative writing in your 
classes?

As you discuss these questions, you might also want to check out other community structures 
within Wikipedia. Here’s a start:

Only logged in users can create an article in Wikipedia. You don’t need to log in to edit an ar-
ticle. If you don’t want to create a login but see need for a new article, you can request one. 

Create an account: http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Special:UserLogin
Request a new article: http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Wikipedia:AFC
Getting started – how to edit a page: http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Wikipedia:How_to_
edit_a_page
Getting started – writing your first article: http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/
Wikipedia:Your_first_article
Getting started – starting an article: http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Wikipedia:Starting_
an_article
Community rules – a stating place: http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Five_pillars_of_Wiki-
pedia

What uses can you imagine for Wikipedia in your English classes? Has anyone here 
used Wikipedia in their teaching? What did you do? How did it work?

One example of a series of Wikipedia writing assignments--used in a US history survey course--
can be found here: 

http://clioweb.org/2009/04/05/assigning-wikipedia-in-a-us-history-survey/ 

How might you adapt this and/or other ideas for your classes?


